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Ford tells of sexual assault; 
denies it 


- Kavanaugh angrily 


Extraordinary 
hearing ends 
with Supreme 
Court seat in 
the balance 


BY SHERYL GAY STOLBERG 
AND NICHOLAS FANDOS 


New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

Judge Brett Kavanaugh and 
Christine Blasey Ford faced off 
Thursday in an extraordinary, 
emotional day of testimony that 
ricocheted from a woman’s 
tremulous account of sexual 
assault to a man’s angry, out- 
raged denial, all of which played 
out for hours before a riveted 
nation and a riven Senate. 

The two very different ver- 
sions of incidents in 1982, un- 
folding in the heated atmos- 
phere of gender divides, #Me- 
Too and the Trump presidency, 
could not be reconciled. The 
testimony skittered from cringe- 
worthy sexual details to accusa- 
tions and denials of drunken 
debauchery to one juvenile 
exchange over flatulence. 

Washington has not seen 
anything like it in a generation. 
For people not used to watching 
government in action, it was a 
spectacle of tantrums, tears, 
preening and political ambition 
- what Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, 
called, “Sadly one of the most 
shameful chapters in the history 
of the United States Senate.” 

Senators must ultimately take 
sides - and their decisions in the 
coming days will determine the 
ideological balance of the Su- 
preme Court for decades. Re- 
publican senators on Thursday 
evening insisted that they plan 
to go ahead with a Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee vote Friday. 

Immediately after the eight- 
hour hearing adjourned, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump tweeted 
that “Judge Kavanaugh showed 
America exactly why I nomi- 
nated him.” 

“His testimony was powerful, 
honest, and riveting,” the presi- 
dent wrote. “Democrats’ search 
and destroy strategy is disgrace- 
ful and this process has been a 
total sham and effort to delay, 
obstruct, and resist. The Senate 
must vote!” 

With her voice cracking but 
her composure intact, the accus- 
er, Ford, told a rapt Senate pa- 
nel about the terror she felt on a 
summer day more than 30 years 
ago, when, she said, a drunken 
young Kavanaugh pinned her to 


TOM WILLIAMS Roll Call via pool 


Christine Blasey Ford, center, a Palo Alto psychology professor making her first public remarks about an incident involving Supreme Court 
nominee Brett Kavanaugh, choked up occasionally Thursday while describing her experiences 36 years ago. Democratic senators questioned 
her directly, but the n Republicans on the committee instead chose to have a female sex crimes prosecutor question Ford. 
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Kavanaugh ditched his prepared remarks and issued a blistering 
statement declaring the confirmation process “a national disgrace.” 
He strongly denied Ford's allegation, but said he believed she had 
been the victim of a sexual assault. The father of two daughters said 
one of his girls said they should “pray for the woman” accusing him. 


a bed, tried to rip off her clothes 
and clapped his hand over her 
mouth to muffle her cries for 
help. 

“T believed he was going to 
rape me,” she said, adding, “It 
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© wore insive 


e Nominee blames Feinstein for 
‘lying in wait’ with allegations. 14A 
e Republicans worry about political 
cost of confirming Kavanaugh. 15A 
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ANALYSIS 


Emotional testimony leaves 
no room for compromise 


BY PETER BAKER 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON 

At the beginning of the day, 
she was asked if she was sure 
that he was the one who sexual- 
ly assaulted her 36 years ago. 

“One hundred percent,” she 
said. 

At the end of the day, he was 
asked if he was certain he had 
not. 

“One hundred percent,” he 
said. 

One after the other, Christine 
Blasey Ford and Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh sat in the same chair 
before the Senate Judiciary 
Committee on Thursday, sep- 
arated by less than an hour but a 
reality gulf so wide their con- 
flicting accounts of what hap- 
pened when they were teenag- 
ers cannot be reconciled. 

With millions of Americans 


alternately riveted and horrified 
by the televised drama, Ford 
and Kavanaugh left no room for 
compromise, no possibility of 
confusion, no chance that they 
remembered something differ- 
ently. In effect, they asked sen- 
ators to choose which one they 
believed. And in that moment, 
these two 100 percent realities 
came to embody a society divid- 
ed into broader realities so dis- 
parate and so incompatible that 
it feels as if two countries are 
living in the borders of one. 

It has become something of a 
cliche to say that the United 
States has become increasingly 
tribal in the era of President 
Donald Trump, with each side 
in its own corner, believing what 
it chooses to believe and looking 
for reinforcement in the media 
and politics. But the battle over 
Kavanaugh’s Supreme Court 
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WHAT TO EXPECT 
AT FARM-TO-FORK 


The team behind the 
Farm-to-Fork Festival 
keeps finding subtle and 
fresh ways to draw more 
people to the event. 4A 


SPORTS 


LABISSIERE FEELS 
STRONG, STEADY 


An offseason training 
regimen helped Kings 
forward Skal Labissiere 
add nearly 20 pounds, 
impressing teammates. 1B 


CalPERS leaders say 
blogger critic is partisan; 
she claims watchdog role 


BY ADAM ASHTON 
aashton@sacbee.com 


By any measure, CalPERS has 
big problems. It’s tens of bil- 
lions of dollars short on what it 
owes to public employees and 
retirees, and it’s facing an occa- 
sional uprising from local gov- 
ernments worried about the 
rising costs of participating in 
the $360 billion fund. 

But its leaders time and again 
find themselves distracted by an 
entirely different kind of 


problem - an opinionated fi- 
nancial blogger on the other 
side of the country who has her 
hooks in the fund and a couple 
of key sources on the inside. 

That writer, Susan Webber of 
Naked Capitalism, has uncov- 
ered discrepancies in a chief 
financial officer’s job 
application that led to his re- 
moval. In August, she revealed 
that CalPERS promotional ma- 
terials mischaracterized the 
educational background of 
Chief Executive Marcie Frost. 
Now the state treasurer is 


calling for an investigation in an 
effort to resolve questions he 
worries could discredit the fund. 

Webber, a New York-based 
corporate management consul- 
tant, says she’s out to hold the 
nation’s largest pension fund 
accountable for governance 
lapses that could threaten de- 
fined benefit retirement plans 
around the country. 

“CalPERS seeks national and 
international media coverage. 
Then, when the press takes 
interest in their problems, Cal- 
PERS shoots the messenger. I 
am a strong supporter of de- 
fined benefits plans who recog- 
nizes that CalPERS’ governance 
and operational failings give 
grist to critics of public pension 
plans,” she wrote in a message 
to The Sacramento Bee. 
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